
The pioneering 
spirit of women 
and Debussy's 
150th anniversary 
highlight the 
National 
Philharmonic's 
2011 ..2012 season 

By Pamela Toutant 

he contr ibutions of 
tr a ilb laz ing women 
sparked both the 
imagination and com­
mitment of N ationa l 
Philharmonic Music 
Director and Conduc­

tor Piotr Gajewski. "We will be celebrat­
ing women pioneers in music throughout 
the upcom ing season-4:ompose rs, con­
ductors and soloists-as well as women 
who have made significant contributions 
in other disc iplines," he says. 

Kicking off the celebration on Oct. 
I and 2 is guest conductor JoAnn Fal­
letta, nne of the first women to lead a 
U .S. orchestra. Falletta's debut with 
the Nationa l Phi Lharmonic at the 
Music Center at Strathmore will in­
clude Beethoven's monumenta l Sym­
phony No.9, and American compos­
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er John Coriglian o's captivating Red 
Violin Conccrto. Music dir '(ror of bo th 
the Buffal o Philharmonic Orc hes tra 
and the Virginia Symphony Orchestra, 
the multi-ta le.nted Falle tta a lso boast, 
a book of poetry, LOt!c Letters to ,Vlusic . 

The cele.hrat ion continues with the 
highly anticipated \V'omcn Pioneers pro­
gram on Nov. 12, hosted hy Madelei ne 
Albright, the first female u.s. Secretary 
of State. All proceeds from the concert 
will benefit the Maryland Women's Bar 
Association Foundatio n [nc. 's scholar­
sh ips and the Finding Justice Proj ec t, 
which documents the history of wumen 
lawyers in Maryland. Aaron Copland's 
Fanfare for the Common Man kicks off 
the program and will be followed with 
Puli rzer Prize-winning American cum­
pose r Joan Tower's response, Fanfare for 
the Unc()mmon \\I'oman, which Tower 
wrote as homage to women who are ad­
venturous and who take risks . The up­
lifting Grand Mass in E-Flnt Major, writ­
ten in 1890 hy the teenage Amy Bertch, 
the first American wom rt n CCllnposer of 
large-scrt le wurks, will complete an in­
spiring evening. 

World-class vio linist Sarah Chang 
debuts with the National Philharmonic 
April 28 and 29, 201 2 perfl'"mning Men­
delssohn 's Violin Concerto in E mino r. 
"I learned the conCt~ rtn at age 6, and per­
formed it with the New York Philhar­
moni a t the ridi culous ly young <ge of 
8 ," C h,lI1g recalls with a laugh. ' I love 
this concertu hecause it is hright, harpy 
and bubbly-a hreath offrcsh air." 

a tio na l Philh a rm o ni c Ass ista nt 
Conductnr Vi cro ri a au, a lready rec­
og ni zed fo r he r pre -conc ert lectures, 
will make her conducting debut with 
the Philharmonic o n March 24. In an 
all-Mmart progra m that inel l! I s Eine 
Kleine No.chtmusil< and the Requiem in 0 
minor , (Jau will take the aud ience on 
what she ckl n:Jc terizes as "an emorion ­
al journey rhrough Moza rt's music-­

z from the joyfu l to the profound. " 
§ 
u The wi nte r holidays ge t under way 

with a perennia l favorite on Dec. 
10 and 11. "As a lway , H andel's 
M e.ls ia h will be an eve ning of 
rbapsodic enjoyment for both the 
audienc e and performe rs," says 
Stan Engebretson, artistic direc­
tor of the National Philharmonic 
C hora le. A new h.oliday offe ring 
o n Dec. 22 will fe at ure Cajew­
ski conducring the \'Vashington 
Sympho ni c Brass as it pe rforms 
N!cdi ev al a nd Ren (l issa nc e sea ­
sonal favorites. 

In additio n to Gau's a ll-M o­
za rt program, the Na tional Phil ­
harmonic will o ffer severa l other 
single-composer program ', includ­ Sarah Chang 
ing a ll Tchaikovsky, Bee thoven , 
C hopin, Bach and Debussy. High­
lights include Bach's Unaccomlxl­
nied Celio Suites on Jan. 7 featuring cel­
li. t Zuill Bailey. 

Alsu ge ne rat ing exci tement is the 
all-Tchaikovsky pwgram on Feb. 4 and 
5 featuring Daniil Trifonov, the Go ld 
Medal winner of the XIV Internation ­
al Tchaikovsky Piano Competition. 

Cuntinuing hi s quest to perform a ll 
of C ho pin's works over the nex t de­
cad e, piani st Brian Canz ret urns to 
Strathmore for his ~econd a ll -Chopin 
pe rfo rmance o n Feb. 11 . "The theme 
is Chopin 's dances and fantasies, begin­
ning with the state ly and ending with 
th t: thrilli ng," enthuses am. 

, . 11K of Bach's must popular works, 
the Brandenburg Con nos N · . 2 and 4 
and his Magnificat in D Major, will ligh t 
up tra thmore the evening of Feb. 25 . 
"This will be a sp cial performance fix uS 
because th e program will showca e sev­
eral of the National Philhaml0nic's prin­
Cipalll layers," says )clj · \vsk i. Princ ipal 
trum peter C ieri ' Gekker, whuse ta lents 
range (rom classical to jazz to appe,1 ranc­
es with the British rock ta r 'ting, will 
be one o( the fea tured so loists . "I have 
played the Brande n burg No .2 more 
than 80 times and I still find great b aut.y 
in it ," says Gekker. 

Finishing the senson on a high note, 
the N a tio nal Philharmonic will ce l­
ebra te Fre nch co mposer C laude De­
bussy 's I 50th anniversary with two 
a ll -Debussy concerts. By taking music 
in to the natural world, Debussy's music 
has, as Ganz descri bes it, " ... a se nsu­
al appea l. You can fee l yourse lf bath ing 
in the light." The firs t Debussy con­
cen , o n May 5, 201 2, will fea ture both 
Ganz a nd two-t ime G rammy Awa rd 
winner clarinetist Richard Sto ltzman. 
The program will offer several wmb 
showcas ing Debussy's myste ri uus and 
ravishingly beautiful sound pic tures, 
including Prelude to the Aft.ernoon of a 
Faun and La Mer. 

The second Debu ssy co nce rt, th e 
season fin ale, will tah' place o n May 
19, when Enge bre tso n co nducts the 
Nat ional Philha rmonic O rch e, tra and 

horale in the W ashington-a rea pre­
miere ( Debussy's MClTt)lrclom ()f St. Se­
bastian . Na rrated by Strathmo re. CEO 
Elio t Pfans ti ehl, Mart),rdorn invo lves 
the fu ll o rc hes tra and is r< rely per­
formed in America. "There is a power­
ful and poetic surge ami powe r to this 
piec l": ," says Engebretson . "The Alleluia 
at the end transports the sou l. " r.­
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