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NATIONAL PHI LHARMONI C 

getting the gold 

Daniil Trifonov, winner 
of the XIV International 

Tchaikovsky Competition, 
brings his flair and musi­

cal sensitivity to a new 
audience 

By Pamela Toutant 

p i ;:wi s t Daniil Tri ­
fonu\I, go ld meda l 
winner of the XIV 
In te rnationa l Tc.h a i­
kovsky Compet ition, 
will take a vi cto ry 
lap with the Na tional 

Philharnwnic on Feb. 4 and 5. 
After winning first prize in the 13th 

Arthur Rubinste in Inte rnational Piano 
Master Competition in Tel Aviv, third 
prize in tilt' 16th C hopin Compe t ition 
in \Varsaw, and the go ld medal in the 
International Tchaikovsky Competition 
in Moscow-all in the past year-the 
20-year-old Trifnnov has claimed his 
seat on the internat ional stage. 

"Mr. Trifon(lv has sc intillating tech­
nique ;md a vi rtu(lsic fl air," reports crit ­
ic Anthony Tommas ini in The Net(' York 
Time., (July 19, 2011) . The young musi­
cian is known for radiating musica l sen ­
sitivity and the joy of music making. 
Trifo l1lw's long, slighrly upturned fin­
gers seem to merge seamlessly with the 
keyboard, crea ting what TOll1mas ini dt~­
scribcs as, "<1 shiml1wring mist of sound." 

"We arc thrilled that Daniil will he 

performing with us," says National Phil­
ha rmonic Mus ic Director and Con­
ductor Piut r Gajewski . "\Ve made J 

commitment a yea r ago to play an a ll­
Tchaikovsky program. with the cenrer­
piece be ing the winner of the Inte rna­
ti ona l Tch a ikovsky Co mpet itio n. In 
fact, Daniil will be playing the SRme 
piece f music he played in that com­
petition, TchaLkovsky's Pian o Concer­
to No. 1." Also on the program will he 
Tchaikovsky's Polona ise from Eugene 

O llegill and two of the composer's major 
overtures: the Romeo dnd .Illliet Overture· 

Fall ws)', and the 1812 Overture, which 
the at ional Philharmonic plays annu­
ally for fifth-graders from Montgomery 
County Puhlic Schools. 

The internat ional Tchaik(lvsky Com­
pet ition has a long and distinguished his­
tory and has been important to Amer­
ica n concert development, expla ins 
G Jewski . "\Vhen it was founded at the 
height of the Cold War in 1958, the So­
viets he lieved TchRikovsky to be the de ­
main of Russian a rtists. The competi­
tion was po li t ically charged and there 
was treme ndous pressure on the jurors 

to pick a Soviet. Instead, the winner of 
the first compet ition was the American 
Van Cliburn." At the 2011 co mpeti ­
tion, there was no controversy abuut Tri­
fonov; the audience and jurors were in 
complete agreement . 

A native of the c ity of Nizhny Nov­
gorud nea r Moscow, Trifonov bega n 
studying piano at age 5. Following his 
North American so lo concert tour in 
2009, he was determined to study in the 
U nited States and was soon offered a 

full scho larship at the C leveland Insti ­
tute f Music. 

Reflecting on his recent success dur­
ing an interview with The Plain Dealer'.1 
Donald Rosenberg, the humble and s ,ft­
spoken Trifonov sa id, "Of course I was 
very happy when this happened, and 
now feel more and more possibilities. It's 
also great luck. I played successfully, but 
competitions are never predictable." 

CJiven the high demand for seats Rt his 
performances, see ing Trifonov pL~rform 
just might be one of those rare, once-in-a­
lifetime opportunities. "He is a complete 
musician an f has great audienc.e appeaL" 
enthuses Gajewski. "He is a star." 17\ 
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